Best Residential Architecture Firm — Wyoming
& Best Luxury Residential Project (Wyoming): Granite Ridge Residence

-

AFIZI—EFECTS

Ward+Blake Architects was built on a distinctive vision: Be provocative in thought,
flexible in nature, and disciplined in execution. Following their success in BUILD's 2018
Architecture Awards, Amanda Green provides us with an insight into the firm, highlighting
their innovate ways and how they strive to achieve excellence in the work they do.

stablished in 1995, Ward+Blake has received recognition

E for architecture that is sensitive to its environment and

successfully integrated with its sumoundings. The firm

creates buildings that are biodimatically responsitda,

honestly expressed. technologically sound and arffully crafted.
Amanda outlines the firm's pride in its incredibde success,

Ot e topic of sucosss, Wards Blake Archifects are extramsly pleased
o be the racipisnts of e 2018 Build Architechire Awards. As we ans &
small firm in the Rochy Mountains in weastemn Wioming, i is especially
gratifing to receive recogmition of our work. We think the work speaks
fo speailics regarding geographic location, cimate, and culture, and we
always bagin designing with these aspects in mind.”

Ward+Blake offers full Architectural design services for residential and
commercial projects of any scale. The firm focuses on site-specific
design, energy consarvation, and baauty derved from materiaity and
accommodation of its client’s needs, Their dientele is intemational,
fram all walks of life,

The Grande Fidge Resdence provided a vertable smorgasbord of
design challenges, ranging from an imegulady shaped site that rises
sharply from the front 1o the back. 1o a microclimate located at the base
of Rendazvous Mountain that regularly produces annual snowlalls of tvo
to three matars. Ward+Blake explorad new 1o tha area matedals, such
as board-formed concrete as an altemative o a masoanry veneer, as it
has the visual strength to stand up to the rugged alping emdronment,
while providing a subile fexture wihich catches tha light filtering through
the treas. The cedar cladding upstairs is a vanation of indigenous log
structures ane encounters in the mountains, with the fine finish on
the wood being & counterpaint to rustic native log work, The concrete
form af the garage provides a strong fereground while tha strength and
rigglity of the material provides resistance to earthouake forces typically
found in this locaticn.

“Cur design process beging with cient input, it is than fitered by physical
damands presented by the site and is further informad by elements found
in the focal buiiding culture, This imples a Wnear progression, but, these
pursiits happen simulfanscusy, and e hierarcfy of design alaments
graduaty sort themsahaes o™ explaing Tom Ward.

Civioushy, this process iz inftially chactic, but order is established once
the hierarchy is set. In mid-process the technology demanded by the

design solution becomas apparant and it is then incumbent to solve
these challenges while retaining the integrity of the initial design, This
is where the rubber hits the road and an area where the firm feels they
excel. While design is the foremaost pricnty at Ward+Blake Architects.
thesy lael that building scianca should never take a backssat as to how
well the building serves its end user is a critical measure of a projects
success. There is an absolute need to provide a reliable, efficient and
comfortable ervironment and that never is given casual attantion.
The firm fakes a conservative approach o Green Architecture such
as utilizing ground source heal pumps as an elegant way 1o heat and
coed a building, Using |atent heat found in both the earth’s crust and
ground water is a very satislying and cost-eflactive way 1o reduce
enargy consumplion. Companants such as supsar insulated building
emvelopes, high efficiency glass, and heat recovery ventilation systems
retain energy used with in the structures and make their buildings use
a fraction of the anengy required only ten years ago.

“Our process is the same whather we are working in a rural or an urbarn
context, in that we ane always looking fo place our sfruchures in such a
way that they speak fo ffeir location and respond o specifics of thair
site. " says Mr, Ward

Teem goes on the explain ‘we arg practicing im a relatively undeveloped
portion of the country, the building vemacular is being chalfenged
by building typology mfarmed by technology and defimitively foward
mademizm, and we are aways attemphing 0 fuse these infiuences
with some of the building techmiques that have been wliized here since
people started homesteading in this area at the tum of the fast cantuny
The oviginal homesteading seftlers used cuts of sod as roofing fo shelfer
themselves from the elements, This matenal was used because it was
expadient to do 50 We now use it for more conceptual reasons, i shlf
shellers the struchures from e slements, but it also slows e percolation
of storm water rumalf reducing the destruchve effects of erosion. It places
a buiiding firmfy onio its site by using native plant matenal, These plants
also respond fo environmental conditions such as rain fal, and the passing
ol the seasons, thus providing a dynamic qualily fo the structures. This
design sansithaty is augmented using state of the ant communication, data
processing and mechanical systems, so that no function of the house
harks back to befare the last century!”

Principal Mitch Blake explaing “Technology has besn a real boon
o our ingustry in that we are able to commumnicate with chemts and
fabricators alf over e world fo ensure first that e design meets our
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client's requiremenis, and that there is fech avaiable to produce and
optimise sach componant of the finished design. We wtitse BIM in the
production of the construction documents, and i isn't uncommon o
see slectronic nofepads replacing papsr drawings on owr jobsifes.
VA is the way of the future and modealing the buiding inclusive of its
systemns will become commonplace, while design, engineening, and
construction time frames will become compressed. Cerfain buiding
systams will become modutarsed, resulting in he use of standardised
components.” Tom Ward interjects “Hopefully someone will invent a
mew less cumbersome method of mixing and delivering concrete!”

Ward+Blake feels the goal of utising this science and fechnology is
to create better Architecture. The science and technology alone are
net encugh. Tom and Mitch agree that “Greal archifeciure still requires
an insightful vse of infuiion and an understanding of the inherent
need for shelter and accommodation. The architype doesn't require
re-imvention, nor does it require pedantic references to the past. We
feel great architecture lies in the grey zone where the fwo infersect.
Breaking the box reganding architype and formulaic design will always
produce a more relevant building.”

Tom continues “Fortunately for us people stil respond fo natural Bight,
greal views, human scale, fexfure, colour and the myriad of other
sensory inpufs that compose the kaleidoscope of life. Thus, sifing a
building is still the first important set of decisions to make. This includes
understanding the deferminanis that inform a buildings design, such
as lopography, view cormidors, solar axposure, girections of prevaiing
wings, location of storm paths, hype and season of precipitation,
analysing these elements relative to a clienl’s, building program are
first steps employed by Ward+Bilake Archifects before pen iouches
paper or mouse touches pad.”

Tom and Mitch go on to discuss that “as the builging design fleshes out,
discussions take place that establish vanous qualify, performance and
cost issues. Imvariably, the concept of Green Design paramelers works
their way inte the conversation. Metrics are applied, and appropriate
technologies to employ are established. We try fo consider a notion
of Green Design inlo a project thal does nof have any known melnic
that can be applied-quality. We think of the quality of a building affects
the lifte span of a building. What could be Greaner and more plane!
respective that a structure thal aveids being placed in a landfill affer
only a generation of use? Bestowing a building with this sense of quality
in design as well as materiality will halp keep it out of a landfill, as will

being mingful of an ability of the structure fo evoive over time by being
adaptable as ownership or technology changes over time. These ideas
retum fo the design criteria governed by budgel requiring the budgel
be analysed with respecf fo initial cost a5 well as We-cycle cost over
time. We feal this conversation circles back to the Green confent in a
building's design and speciiication.”

Owerall, the firm has success, bt is kean 1o draw on the past to improve
itsett even further over the years to come. In the 1960's, Erich Fromme
coined a word that is being used more frequently these days. The
word is Biophilic, it describes a hypothetical need interact or be closaly
associated with other forms of life in nature. This concept is gaining
traction across the globe as an example of intreasing awaranass of the
effect of humanity on the capacity of the earth’s ability to sustain life. The
principles of design embodied by the work of Ward+Blake atiempts
to address this idea by rooting a building 1o its site and providing
tangible links from the Architeciure to the Land. They think it will provide
a sense of wellness along with tangible retums in building ownership.

A healthy mind, a healthy body and a healihy pocketbook are lofty goals
to try and achieve by as humble a profassion as Architecture, but thay
are worth accomplizhing as far as Ward+Blake is concemned, and their
geal is to accomplish this one building at a time.
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